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Subpart A—Expenditures by Na-
tional Committees and Con-
vention Committees

§ 9008.1 Scope.

(a) This Part interprets 2 U.S.C. 437
and 26 U.S.C. 9008. Under 26 U.S.C.
9008(b), the national committees of
both major and minor parties are enti-
tled to public funds to defray expenses
incurred with respect to a Presidential
Nominating convention. Under 26
U.S.C. 9008(d), expenditures with regard
to such a convention by a national
committee receiving public funds are
limited to $4,000,000, as adjusted by the
Consumer Price Index. New parties are
not entitled to receive any public funds
to defray convention expenses.

(b) Under 2 U.S.C. 437, each commit-
tee or organization which represents a
national party in making arrange-
ments for that party’s presidential
nominating convention is required to
file disclosure reports. This reporting
obligation extends to all such commit-
tees or organizations, regardless of
whether or not public funds are used or
available to defray convention ex-
penses.

§ 9008.2 Definitions.
(a) Commission means the Federal

Election Commission, 999 E Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20463.

(b) Fund means the Presidential
Election Campaign Fund established by
26 U.S.C. 9006(a).

(c) Major party means, with respect to
any presidential election, a political
party whose candidate for the office of
President in the preceding presidential
election received, as the candidate of
such party, 25 percent or more of the
total number of popular votes received
by all candidates for such office.

(d) Minor party means, with respect
to any presidential election, a political
party whose candidate for the office of
President in the preceding presidential
election received, as the candidate of
such party, 5 percent or more, but less
than 25 percent, of the total number of
popular votes received by all can-
didates for such office.

(e) National committee means the orga-
nization which, by virtue of the by-
laws of the political party, is respon-

sible for the day to day operation of
that party at the national level.

(f) New party means, with respect to
any presidential election, a political
party which is neither a major party
nor a minor party.

(g) Nominating convention means a
convention, caucus or other meeting
which is held by a political party at
the national level and which chooses
the presidential nominee of the party
through selection by delegates to that
convention or through other similar
means.

(h) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States.

§ 9008.3 Eligibility for payments; reg-
istration and reporting.

(a) Eligibility requirements. (1) To qual-
ify for entitlement under 11 CFR 9008.4
and 9008.5, the national committee of a
major or minor political party shall es-
tablish a convention committee pursu-
ant to paragraph (a)(2) of this section
and shall file an application statement
pursuant to paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion. The convention committee, in
conjunction with the national commit-
tee, shall file an agreement to comply
with the conditions set forth at para-
graph (a)(4) of this section.

(2) The national committee shall es-
tablish a convention committee which
shall be responsible for conducting the
day to day arrangements and oper-
ations of that party’s presidential
nominating convention. The conven-
tion committee shall register with the
Commission as a political committee
pursuant to 11 CFR Part 102. The con-
vention committee shall receive all
public funds to which the national
committee is entitled under 11 CFR
9008.4 and 9008.5 and all private con-
tributions made for the purpose of de-
fraying convention expenses. All ex-
penditures on behalf of the national
committee for convention expenses
shall be made by the convention com-
mittee.

(3) The national committee shall file
with the Commission an application
statement. Any changes in the infor-
mation provided in the application
statement must be reported to the
Commission within 10 days following
the change. The application statement
shall include:
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(i) The name and address of the na-
tional committee;

(ii) The name and address of the con-
vention committee and of the officers
of that committee;

(iii) The name of the city where the
convention is to be held and the ap-
proximate dates;

(iv) The name, address, and position
of the convention committee officers
designated by the national committee
to sign requests for payments; and

(v) The name and address of the de-
pository of the convention committee.

(4) The convention committee shall,
by letter to the Commission, agree to
the conditions set forth in paragraph
(a)(4) (i) through (viii) of this section.
This agreement shall also be binding
upon the national committee.

(i) The convention committee shall
agree to comply with the applicable ex-
penditure limitation set forth at 11
CFR 9008.8.

(ii) The convention committee shall
agree to file convention reports as re-
quired under 2 U.S.C. 437 and 11 CFR
9008.3(b).

(iii) The convention committee shall
agree to establish one or more ac-
counts into which all public funds re-
ceived under 11 CFR 9008.4 and 9008.5
must be deposited and from which all
expenditures for convention expenses
must be made. Such account(s) shall
contain only public funds except as
provided in 11 CFR 9008.6(a)(3).

(iv) The convention committee shall
agree to keep and furnish to the Com-
mission all documentation of conven-
tion disbursements made by the com-
mittee as required under 11 CFR
9008.10. The convention committee has
the burden of proving that disburse-
ments by the convention committee
were for purposes of defraying conven-
tion expenses as set forth at 11 CFR
9008.7(a)(4).

(v) The convention committee shall
agree to furnish to the Commission any
books, records (including bank records
for all accounts), a copy of any con-
tract which the national committee en-
ters into with a host committee or con-
vention city or vendor, a copy of docu-
mentation provided by commercial
vendors in accordance with 11 CFR
9008.9(b), and any other information
that the Commission may request. If

the convention committee maintains
or uses computerized information con-
taining any of the categories of data
listed in 11 CFR 9008.10(h)(1) (i) through
(iv), the convention committee will
provide computerized magnetic media,
such as magnetic tapes or magnetic
diskettes, containing the computerized
information at the times specified in 11
CFR 9008.10(h)(2) that meet the require-
ments of 11 CFR 102.9 and 9008.10 (a)
and (b). Upon request, documentation
explaining the computer system’s soft-
ware capabilities shall be provided, and
such personnel as are necessary to ex-
plain the operation of the computer
system’s software and the computer-
ized information prepared or main-
tained by the convention committee
shall also be made available.

(vi) The convention committee shall
agree to permit an audit and examina-
tion pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 9008(g) and 11
CFR 9008.11 of all convention expenses;
to facilitate such audit by making
available office space, records, and
such personnel as is necessary to the
conduct of the audit and examination;
and to pay any amounts required to be
paid under 26 U.S.C. 9008(h) and 11 CFR
9008.12.

(vii) The convention committee shall
agree to comply with the applicable re-
quirements of 2 U.S.C. 431 et seq., 26
U.S.C. 9008, and the Commission’s regu-
lations at 11 CFR Parts 100–116 and
9008.

(viii) The convention committee
shall pay any civil penalties included
in a conciliation agreement or imposed
under 2 U.S.C. 437g.

(5) The application statement and
agreement may be filed at any time
after June 1 of the calendar year pre-
ceding the year in which a Presidential
nominating convention of the political
party is held, but no later than the
first day of the convention.

(b) Registration and reports by political
parties.

(1) Registration. (i) Each convention
committee established by a national
committee under paragraph (a)(2) of
this section shall register with the
Commission on FEC Form 1 as a politi-
cal committee pursuant to 11 CFR Part
102 and shall file reports with the Com-
mission as required at paragraph (b)(2)
of this section. Each report filed by the
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committee shall contain the informa-
tion required by 11 CFR Part 104.

(ii) A State party committee or a
subordinate committee of a State
party committee which only assists
delegates and alternates to the conven-
tion from that State with travel ex-
penses and arrangements, or which
sponsors caucuses, receptions, and
similar activities at the convention
site, need not register or report under
this section.

(2) Quarterly and post convention re-
ports; content and time of filing. Each
committee required to register under
paragraph (b)(1) of this section shall
file reports as follows:

(i) The first quarterly report shall be
filed on FEC Form 4 no later than 15
days following the end of the calendar
quarter in which the committee either
receives payment under 11 CFR 9008.6,
or for parties which do not accept pub-
lic funds, no later than 15 days after
the calendar quarter in which the com-
mittee receives contributions or makes
expenditures to defray convention ex-
penses. The committee shall continue
to file reports on a quarterly basis no
later than the 15th day following the
close of each calendar quarter, except
that the report for the final calendar
quarter of the year shall be filed on
January 31 of the following calendar
year. Quarterly reports shall be com-
pleted as of the close of the quarter and
shall continue to be filed until the
committee ceases activity in connec-
tion with that party’s presidential
nominating convention.

(ii) Any quarterly report due within
20 days before or after the convention
shall be suspended and the committee
shall in lieu of such quarterly report
file a post convention report. The post
convention report shall be filed on the
earlier of: 60 days following the last
day the convention is officially in ses-
sion; or 20 days prior to the presi-
dential general election. The post con-
vention report shall be complete as of
15 days prior to the date on which the
report must be filed.

(c) Cessation of activity. A convention
committee which has received pay-
ments under 11 CFR 9008.6 shall cease
activity no later than 24 months after
the convention, unless the committee
has been granted an extension of time.

The Commission may grant any exten-
sion of time it deems appropriate upon
request of the committee at least 30
days prior to the close of the 24 month
period.

§ 9008.4 Entitlement to payments from
the fund.

(a) Major parties. Subject to the pro-
visions of this Part, the national com-
mittee of a major party shall be enti-
tled to receive payments under 11 CFR
9008.6 with respect to any presidential
nominating convention, in amounts
which, in the aggregate, shall not ex-
ceed $4 million, as adjusted by the Con-
sumer Price Index under 11 CFR
9008.5(a).

(b) Minor parties. Subject to the pro-
visions of this Part, the national com-
mittee of a minor party shall be enti-
tled to payments under 11 CFR 9008.6
with respect to any presidential nomi-
nating convention in amounts which,
in the aggregate, shall not exceed an
amount which bears the same ratio to
the amount which the national com-
mittee of a major party is entitled to
receive under 11 CFR 9008.5 as the num-
ber of popular votes received in the
preceding presidential election by that
minor party’s presidential candidate
bears to the average number of popular
votes received in the preceding presi-
dential election by all of the major
party presidential candidates.

(c) Limitation on payments. Payments
to the national committee of a major
party or a minor party under 11 CFR
9008.6 from the account designated for
such committee shall be limited to the
amounts in such account at the time of
payment.

§ 9008.5 Adjustment of entitlement.
(a) The entitlements established by

11 CFR 9008.4 shall be adjusted on the
basis of the Consumer Price Index pur-
suant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
441a(c).

(b) The entitlements established by
11 CFR 9008.4 shall be adjusted so as
not to exceed the difference between
the expenditure limitations of 11 CFR
9008.8(a) and the amount of private con-
tributions received under 11 CFR
9008.6(a) by the national committee of
a political party. Except as provided in
11 CFR 9008.12(b)(7), in calculating
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